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POLITI CAL PARADOX. 


„ So oe dit. 


We will reſtore to them the Bleſſings of Liberty.— 
- fungemur vice Cotis, acutum 
Reddere que ferrum valet exſors ipſa ſecandi. 
— . — — — 
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POLITICAL PARADOX. 


HE Miniſter has declared, on a ſo- 
lemn occaſion, that he was derne 


of reftoring fo America the ble Ange of law 
and liberty; he adds, that he is perſuaded 


his language is equally logical and affec- 
tionate. If Captain Macheath ſhould 
promiſe to reffore my purſe, which he 


had yeſterday taken from me on the 


road, 1 ſhould no doubt underſtand his 


12 ofeſſions, but might perhaps feel ſome 


I | 8 ſur- 
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[ 6 1 . 
| ſurprize, if, in the ſame inſtant, he pre- 
pared his piſtols for a ſecond aſſault. We 


may, however, preſume to infer from the 


above ſentence, (though perhaps not 
ftrialy logical) that the Miniſter be- 


lieves we fancy ourſelves happy in a 


conſtitutional freedom at home, or he 
would not exhort us to croſs the At- 


lantic. with twenty thouſand auxiliary 


law-givers from Heſſe, and other well- 


diſpoſed ſtates, to obtrude our ſyſtem 
of freedom on theſe ungrateful ſtrangers. 
But before we ſet out to traverſe Canada 


and New-York, it may not be a nced- 


leſs taſk to repair the ruins of Engliſh 


liberty, leſt on our return from American 
' conqueſt, inſtead of a ſplendid fabrick, 


the work of ages, and the admiration 


of the world, we ſhould behold her 


temple mouldering with decay, and tot- 


terin g 
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17 
tering to its baſis with the ſlighteſt : 
blaſt. 


In the reign of Elizabeth, our an- 
ceſtors were taught to believe themſelves 
little better than vaſſals of the crown. 


Their properties were yet untaxed, their 


commerce flouriſhed, their arms were 
reſpected abroad, nor could even a 
doubtful ſucceſſion diſturb their do- 
meſtic repoſe. T heir boroughs were un- 


corrupted, their ſtateſmen, of known 


integrity and wiſdom. Yet Elizabeth 


would, contrary to modern profeſſions, 


aſſure them, with great gravity, from the 


Throne, that they were all her ſlaves. 
Muſt the language of the Crown for- 
ever conſiſt of falſehoods! 


As 


tn] 

As it had been diſcovered in the reign 

of Henry the VIth, that a certain ſet 

of men, containing, by eſtimation, about 

ninety-nine in an hundred of his Ma- F 

jeſty's ſubjects, had reſigned their here- | 
ditary freedom to thoſe who could ex- 
bh | pend, if they pleaſed, forty thillings "7 


'T year, England, even at its moſt fortunate 
1 | 
: period, the expulſion of the Stuarts, was 


a ſtate of civil liberty, in reality, more 
than appearance. Let us examine if we 
Ee fince- inverted that condition, —If 

the ſenator or the country gentleman 

(whom I intend for five minutes to re- 

preſent) ſhall ſincerely feel themſelves 

to be in the ſituation for which they 

_ contended in 1688, I think they would 


ſucceed better in poetry, than in the 
ſtudy of mathematicks. 
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Behold me then, at the completion of 


manhood, with an independency of prin- 


ciples and fortune becoming my high 


ſtation, an hereditary couſin and coun- 


ſellor to the King; a legiſlator by birth, and 


alone entitled to an exemption from per- 


petual impriſonment in this land of free- 


dom, if I contracted a debt exceeding two 


pounds. Let me contemplate the objects 


with which I am ſurrounded in my pa- 
trimonial ſenate, and weigh the impor- 


tance of my opinion in political debate. 


On one fide I diſcover a venerable ap- 


pearance of men, not, indeed, poſſeſſing, 
like myſelf, the gift of legiſlation at their 


birth, but whom a long courſe of afflu- 


ence and dignity has raiſed, 4 ſuppoſe, to 


patrician independence. But it remains 


to conſider what opportunity of inſtrue- 


tion I may obtain from their age and 


B 5 = 


1 


experience. Tho' ſeldom abſent or uni- 


form, I behold them filent and unanimous 


on every miniſterial debate. The gift 


of tongues, it will be ſaid, was not an 


| hereditary bequeſt z and the innocency of 


ſilence is attended with contempt, and 
not danger. I will ſubjoin the deſcrip- 


tion of | the Macedonian phalanx, with 
which Philip deſtroyed the liberties of 


Greece: * In utrumque lates inſtructi, 
ſciebant ſtare, vel cedere loco, denſo agmine 
pugnare, & nutum Ducis Alentio intuen.“ 
To this ſacred and immortal legion, let me 
add ſixteen auxiliars, who are on no occa- 


ſion allied ſo cloſely with the Epiſcopal 


band as in this Houſe; together with fifty- 


8 Drawn up on either ſide, they knew how to ſhift 
their ground, to engage in a body, and to obey the com- 
mand of their leader in /lence, 
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three Right Honourable Senators, who 


have openly enrolled: their names, with 


their reſpective ſalaries on the Houſhold, 
and other eſtabliſhments. Admiring 


the fingular good fortune of this coun- 


try, that in ſo ſmall a number of men, 


and in an age of general depravity, ninety- 


five Members may be at all times found 


unſeduced by wealth itſelf and reputed 
honours, let me paſs on to the Holy of 


Holies i in the temple of the conſtitution, 


from which the American Continent 
is about to receive its code of freedom. 
Of forty Members, who are here com- 


petent to decide on the exiſtence of 


the empire, the printed catalogue has 


avowed one hundred and thirty-one 


_ Engliſh placemen. This weight of in- 


fluence, which, under any other reign 
B 2 than 
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than the preſent, might introduce a 
frightful ſcene of venality, (for the 
preſent Monarch, as Mr. Fox has ob- 


ſerved, is really fond of liberty) will 
be ſcarcely balanced by the opulence 
and integrity of forty-five Scotch Mem- 


bers ; though, perhaps, if I had pro- 


coeeded in the enquiry, they too would 
have been found to poſſeſs a conſide- 
rable ſhare of Court preferment. Here, 
amidſt a mockery of debate, I may, in 
ay turn, harrangue a careleſs, or, if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion, an ab- 


| ſent audience. It may be ſaid, I am 


Free to impart and receive conviction ; 


yet Tartalus Was not reputed free, whoſe 


hands were never bound, but who was 


confined within the ſight of objects, 


which it was impoſſible he could ever 
attain. Biſhop Burnet has obſerved, on 
po the 
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the force of elocution, „ that many 


zwho are inclined enough to vote in all 


obedience, are yet aſhamed to be in the 


vote on the fide that is manifeſtly run 


down in the debate.” But the Biſhop: 
was writing the hiſtory of his own 


times. How long this may continue 
our ſecurity, it will not become me 
to determine; nor, perhaps, will it be 
ſafe, in this land of unexampled indul- 
gence, to ſuſpect the poſſibility of miſ- 
conduct in men, whom we are at the 
lame time ſuppoſed to create. Yet I 
have purchaſed abroad ſuch remarks on 


policy and government as would have 


| ſubjected an Engliſh printer to imme- 
diate perſecution. I could with to ſee 


the idea of liberty defined in a com- 


mon vocabulary of nations. 


But 
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But let us ſuppoſe the ſtate At any 


diſtant period, intoxicated with ſome 


ſucceſsful war, and from the uncom- 
mon merits of one man, diſpoſed to 


place too great a confidence in her 


future Miniſters; let us immagine the 


ſudden death of the reigning Sovereign, 


and the ſucceſſion of a new Monarch 
amidſt all the advantages of youth and 


popularity; let us ſuppoſe him not 


ſo well inſtructed as his preſent gra- 
cious Majeſty in the principles of free- 
dom, but under the influence of an 
ignorant and deſpotic F avourite; what 
conduct would ſuch a man compel his 
Sovereign to purſue? Unable to direct 
the mighty machine, he would ſtop 
it with the utmoſt hazard in its full 
career of conqueſt, and exchange cer- 
tain victory for an ignominious peace. 


He 
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He would purchaſe ſome ſemblance of 


approbation from the Senate, and he 


would begin by diſhonouring thoſe 
whom he could not corrupt. He would 


oppoſe the / perſonal popularity of the 


King, to the clamours of the nation, 


and would ſometimes even feign the 


language of contrition, that he might 


for a moment ſeduce the honeſt to 
partake of his illegal power. He would 


ſubmit himſelf to the enemies of his 


country, that he might be more at 
leiſure to ſuppreſs his own. Terrified 


with guilt, he might at length retire 
from public view; but ſuppoſe him 
to have left his creatures in the high- 
eſt departments of the realm, and to 


Have poiſoned beyond recovery the mind 


of his Royal Maſter. Conceive him to 
have left at the head of the law, a 


man, 
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the Crown and the Subject, ſhould in- 
terfere in the politicks of the Cabi- 
net, and thus become a party in 


calm for which he 1s gen an in- 


different umpire. Suppoſe ſuch a Fa- 


vourite to have thus involyed the king- 


dom in debt and infamy, and to have 


driven men of honour 7 a diſtance | 


from the Throne; what would remain 
to compleat our miſery, but that he 
ſhould cry, Havocb, and Jet hacſe the dogs 
of civil war. Theſe, indeed, are im- 
probable, but not impoſhble events. 
Could we, from a Senate like the pre- 


ſent, expect a conſtitutional controul 


on ſuch a man? Or, would the pon- 


drous operation of government ſo far out- 
weigh the empty ſcale of freedom, that 
we ſhould have only left the wretched 

alter 


a : 


& 7 I 
alternative of joinily. in the tyranny, 
or of being ourſelves enſlaved? 


From the ſenator, let us proceed to the 
country gentleman. . I hope the tran- 


ſition may become more faſhionable than 


in the preſent reign. I do not within 


this deſcription include the character 


of every modern * Iden, but ſhall per- 


5 * Vide the 2d part of HENRY VI. ACT IV. 
SCENE I. Iden Solus. 
Lord who would live permoiled in the Court, 
« And * wad tek quiet walks as theſe.” 
Vide almoſt the next page. SCENE Henry VI. Iden. 
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Riſe up a Knight 
1 will that thou henceforth uid on me.” 


| Henry- 


— 


Iden—* « May Iden live to merit ſuch : a e 
ge Kc. Kc.“ 


(After having received Knighthood, and a thouſand marks.) 
E ſonate 
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- fonate the reſpectable landholder, who 
is, by principle, as well as fituation, at a 
conſtitutional diſtance from the Court. 
Confiding in the ſecurity of the laws, 


and diſbelieving the exiſtence of cor- 


ruption in this pureſt of all poſſible 


ſtates, am I not deluged with a torrent, 


of which, like the Mgyptian, I cannot 
diſcover the ſource. I have ſoftened the 


diſſentions, and relieved the wants of my 


neighbourhood ; I have diſcharged with 


fidelity the ſeveral offices with which I 


have been entruſted by the laws; I 


. 


have even aſpired, though without ſuc- 


coeſs, to ſerve in a higher department 


of the ſtate, An attorney's clerk, 
whom I had expelled from my neigh- 
bourhood for diſhoneſt practice in his 


profeſſion, on his return from the Eaſt 


Indies, 
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Indies, had the inſolence to propoſe him- 


ſelf and one of his upper ſervants as the | 


repreſentatives of a neighbouring bo- 
rough. The importunity of my friends 
encouraged me to oppoſe them; but on 
my unſucceſsful canvaſs, J found Con- 
tractors, Exciſemen, Superviſors, Poſt- 
maſters; Officers of the Cuſtoms, Col- 
lectors of Taxes, with an hundred other 
dependants on the Crown, united in their 
ſupport. By what conſtitutional means 
ſhall I reſiſt the bribery of this uſurper, 
after having exceeded the bounds of 


ceconomy in the attempt? Will the ; 


Miniſter reward my pretenſions in the 
perſon of my children, or muſt I im- 
M mediately mortgage my eſtate to pur- 
chaſe their promotion. in the army and 


the fleet?—that eſtate, from which I have 


20 | for 
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. 


for theſe laſt twelvs yas of a peace 
eſtabliſhment, paid fourteen ſhillings in 


pound to different taxes, though 


ſome, I am informed, do not pay above 


eleven or twelve in ſupport of our free, 


uncorrupt, and envied conſtitution. 


Amidſt the game laws, marriage laws, 
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impreſs, the Engliſh Commoner deſerves 
a diſtinct eſſay for the diſplay of his pe- 
culiar happineſs. But the ſenator and 
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the country gentleman, I ſuppoſe, from 
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the redundancy of that domeſtic free- 


1 dom which we have deſcribed them to 


82 — 


. 5 poſſeſs, have held forth to America the 
"FEI offer of Engl. iſh Liberty, no leſs fincere 


in their deſign, than fortunate in the 
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the ſwords of forty thouſand ſoldiers, | 
and freedom by the intervention of 1 
German hirelings. _ „ | 
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